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Virginia Is Dotted With Rich History 


In addition to such im- 

In addition to such impor- 
tant historic attractions as 
Mount Vernon, Monticello 
and Colonial Williamsburg, 
Virginia offers a wealth of 
lesser-known, but equally 
fascinating, historic sites. 
Scattered around the state, 
often near major tourist 
destinations, are many 
homes, plantations and other 
Colonial attractions that 
greatly enrich a visit to the 
Old Dominion. 

In Charlottesville, a short 


distance from Thomas Jef- 
ferson's Monticello, are two 
other homes that should not 
be overlooked. One of them, 
Ash Lawn, was home of 
Jefferson's good friend, 
James Monroe, fifth 
president of the United 
States. 

Known as Highlands when 
Monroe lived there, Ash 
Lawn is neither a log cabin 
nor an elegant estate. Rather 
it is a graceful rural 
residence that Monroe called 
his ‘‘cabin-castle.”’ 


Two and one-half miles 
away, Monticello cap be seen 
from Ash Lawn’s noted 
boxwood gardens. A focal 
point of the gardens is the 
statue of Monroe sculpted by 
Attilio Piceirilli. 

Currently archaeologists 
are searching for evidence of 
wings and_ outbuildings 
believed to have been 
destroyed in the 19th century, 
andxhibits and artifacts are 
on display to illustrate the 
techniques of research and 
restoration. 


Also near Charlottesville is 
Castle Hill, home of explorer 
and patriot Dr. Thomas 
Walker. While in pursuit of 
the Virginia legislators in 
1781, british Colonel Tarleton 
stopped at Castle Hill. 
According to legend, Dr. 
Walker beguiled the enemy 
with lavish hospitality, in- 
cluding mint juleps, which 
gave Gov. Thomas Jefferson 
and the Virginia legislators 
time to escape. 

Dr. Walker, who was a 
skilled surgeon and active 


supporter of the War for 
Independence, was the first 
English colonist to make a 
systematic, recorded ex- 
ploration of what is now 
Kentucky. He is best known, 
however, as discoverer of the 
Cumberland Gap, which 
became the main 
passageway through the 
Alleghenny Mountains to the 
Northwest Territory. 

The Castle Hill estate 
encompasses more than 1,000 
acres, and with its many 
outbuildings gives a realistic 


¢ 


picture of the bustling life of a 
vast tobacco plantation. Like 
Ash Lawn, it is famed for its 
gardens and stately trees, 
including boxwood said to be 
the tallest in the world. 

Especially after visiting 
Castle Hill, visitors will want 
to see Cumberland Gap 
National Historical Park. The 
20,000-acre park extends into 
Kentucky and Tennessee 
from Virginia with the gap 
itself near the point where the 
three states converge. 

In addition to the gap 


Woodlawn Plantation, George Washington’s wedding gift to Lawrence Lewis, was originally part of the Mount Vernon now open to the public. 
is foster daughter Nelly Custis and his nephew Maj. estate. Both the elegant mansion and the formal gardens vai 
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Ill-Mannered Cannon Ball 


During the month-long 
siege of Yorktown, 
monotony sometimes was 
broken by small breakfasts 
or dinners given. by 
American officers. 


Baron Friedrich von 
Steuben, who had 
successfully reshaped 


Washington’s army into a 
polished and_ precise 
fighting machine, gave one 
such breakfast for several 
American field officers. 
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Just A Short Drive for A 
DELICIOUS MEAL . 
OPEN 6 A.M. 

eFRIED CHICKEN 
eDELICIOUS STEAKS ‘& 


eLUNCH eDINNER 


BUNNY’ 


1560 WILROY ROAD SUFFOLK 
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Suddenly a_ British 
cannon ball is said to have 
crashed through the roof 
and landed in the center of 
the officers with no time.for 
escape, they flung 
themselves on the floor and 
became generously splatted 
with food and dishes and 
splinters from the table. 

Later the baron, still a 
stickler for precision, 
apologized to his guests for 
the “inconvenience.”’’ 
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discovered by Dr. Walker in 
1750, visitors to the park will 
find numerous hiking trails, 
400-600 feet vertical cliffs, 
caves, a network of small 
earthen Civil War forts, 
panoramic overlooks, 
campgrounds and picnic 
sites. Visitors will also want 
to see the Wilderness Road 
marked by Daniel Boone and 
his men in 1775. 

In Winchester, once a 
Shawnee Indian camping 
ground and home of the 
annual Shenandoah Apple 
Blossom Festival, is another 
noteworthy Revolutionary- 
era building. A simply con- 
structed office at the corner 
of Cork and Braddock Streets 
was used by young George 
Washington while he was 
surveying the area for Lord 
Fairfax in 1748. Later, 
Washington again used the 
office when he commanded 
Virginia troops defending the 
frontier against the French 
and Indians. Today the office 
is a museum open to the 
public during the spring and 
summer months. 

Two other sites of special 
interest in western Virginia 
are Red Hill, Patrick Henry's 
last home and burial place, 
and Smithfield plantation 
with its colonial house dating 
from the 1700's. 

Red Hill, located near 
Brookneal in Charlotte 
County, is the home Henry 
purchased in 1793 at the age 
of 57. Here the famed patriot 
and orator is buried beside 
his wife with the inscription 
“His fame is his best 
epitaph.” 

Red Hill is now a memorial 
shrine open daily to the 
public. The home includes 
many original furnishings 
and possessions of the Henry 
family. Henry’s original law 
office and the cook’s cabin 
still stand, and several other 
buildings have been recon- 
structed on original foun- 
dations. 

Smithfield plantation in 
Blacksburg was once a 
120,000-acre estate given as a 
crown grant to James Patton 
in 1745. Patton’s nephew, Col. 
William Preston; built the 
house in 1772 and made it both 
a revolutionary stronghold 
and headquarters for his 
family’s land company 
operations in Virginia, West 
Virginia and Kentucky. 

Col. Preston, known as the 


" “watehdog of the frontier,” 


was the leader of a number of 
expenditions against the 
Indians and a defender of the 
frontier outposts. 

In Richmond, historic St. 
John's Church, the state 
capitol designed by Jefferson 
and the John Marshall House, 
home of America’s famed 
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1814: Inspiration under the bombs. 
The British have burned our capital. Now, they:-head for Baltimore, full of pride 
and plans for another easy victory. But at Baltimore, our militia is ready. 
Ready to meet their cannons and rockets and bombardments of Fort McHenry 
all through a long night’s battle. Held aboard a British sailing ship and wat- 
ching through the night is a young American lawyer named Francis Scott Key. 
He paces. He worries. He wonders if our flag is still waving. In the morning, 
when the smoke clears, he sees the star-spangled banner, ragged but flying 
high. He jots down a proud poem he calls ““The Defense of Fort McHenry.” Puts- 
it to an English drinking tune. And soon, it becomes quite a hit under a new 
title: ‘‘The Star Spangled Banner.” 


VI-TEX 


SUBSIDIARY OF GEORGE SCHMITT CO., INC. 
WILROY RD. SUFFOLK, VA. PHONE 539-2334 


PACKAGING 


chief justice, are well-known, 
However, there are several 
other important 
Revolutionary-era sites that 
may be included in a Rich- 
mont visit. 

In the west end of Rich- 
mond, a_ stately mansion 
known as Wilton has been 
fully restored to the grandeur 
Jefferson and Washington 
found when entertained 
there. Wilton was one of the 
gracious plantations owned 
by the Randolphs of Virginia. 
It was at Wilton that General 
Lafayette made his 
headquarters in 1781. 

Only about an hour’s drive 
from Richmond and near 
Ashland is Scotchtown, the 
plantation home of Patrick 
Henry from 1771 to 1778. 
From Scotchtown, Henry 
rode to St. John’s Church to 
deliver his famous “‘liberty or 
death” speech, and from 
Scotchtown he went to 
Williamsburg in 1776 to be 
elected first governor of the 
independent Commonweath 
of Virginia. 

Haw Branch Plantation, 35 
miles from Richmond and in 
Amelia County, is one of the 
most interesting mansion 
houses in Virginia. Set in a 
rectangular _brick-paved 
depression resembling a dry 
moat, the gleaming white 
house is surrounded by acres 
of green lawn, ’ ancient 
magnolia trees and gardens 
of boxwood and old-fashioned 
roses. 

Established in 1745, Haw 
Branch plantation is noted for 
its intricate carved wood- 
work and for its beautiful 
furnishings, which include a 
large Hepplewhite bed in the 
first floor chamber. It also 
has fascinated many visitors 
for its tradition of ghostly 
occurrences: reported ap- 
pearances by a mysterious 
“lady in white,’ unexplained 
scents of oranges and Attar of 
Roses and a portrait that 
changed of its own accord 
from pastels to colorless 
charcoal and back to pastels 


again. 
Traveling to Northern 
Virginia where George 


Washington made his home 
at Mount Vernon, today’s 
visitor will find two other 
important sites connected 
with the nation’s first 
president. One of them is the 
George Washington Bir- 
thplace National Monument, 
located on the Potomac River 
about 40 miles east of 
Fredericksburg. Here 
Washington was born and 
spent much of his childhood, 
and the foundations of the 
home in which Washington 
was born are preserved. A 
memorial house has been 
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